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GOPH International Commitments 

and Obligations

TREATIES AND 
OBLIGATIONS

UNSCR 1540

Treaty on Non-
Proliferation 
of Nuclear 
Weapons

Chemical 
Weapons 

Convention

Biological 
Weapons 

Convention

Hague Code 
of Conduct

Arms Trade 
Treaty
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Journey Towards the Enactment 

and Implementation of the STMA

2005 2010 2017 2019

2009 2015 2018

TWG to draft 

legal 

framework for 

STMA

HB No. 4030

SB No. 115 

Drafting of the 

IRR and public 

consultations

Start of 

Registration

HB No. 6268

SB No. 3268

Enactment and 

signing of the 

STMA

Approval and 

Publication of 

the IRR

2020

Start of 

Export 

Licensing
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Government Outreach

COMMODITY 
IDENTIFICATION 

TRAINING

08-11 October 2020

Tagaytay, Philippines

Development of the STMA Implementation of the STMA Challenges



Government and Industry Outreach

Development of the STMA Implementation of the STMA Challenges

STM AWARENESS FORUM

The STMO conducted awareness sessions on the
STMA, commodity classification, licensing
procedures and ICP requirements to both
government and industry stakeholders in the
following locations:

- National Capital Region

- Cavite

- Laguna

- Subic

- Cebu City

- NCR in partnership with
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Industry Outreach Efforts

Newsletters
Teleradyo Info 

Session
ICP Set-up 
Assistance

MSME 
Exhibitions

Guidelines and 
Brochures



Industry Outreach
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Registration

Development of the STMA Implementation of the STMA Challenges

14 Oct 
2019

20 Nov 
2019

06 Jan 
2020

07 Feb 
2020



Registration and GEAs Issued
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GEAs 
issued for 

ITT

Companies 
Registered

Companies 
waiting re-
submission

3

11

7

OCTOBER 2019 –

JANUARY 2020



Economic Benefit of GEA Issuance

Generated Revenue
~$200M for local industry

Additional Revenue of
~$20M for 2020

~300 Highly Skilled Workers
Hired as of December 2019
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Inter-agency Sub-Committees for 

STMA Implementation
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SC on 
Technical 
Risk Back

SC on Risk 
Assessment

SC on 
Enforcement 

and 
Prosecution

TWG on 
Strategic 

Trade 
Facilitation



Sub-Committee on Technical 

Reachback
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Representatives from DTI, DOST, DENR, DOH, DND, DICT & PNP



1st SCTR 
Meeting 
[Aug 5, 2019]

Introduction of 
SCTR Members

Presentation of 
SCTR members’ 

mandates

Proposal of 
Protocol 
drafting

Senior 
Officials 
Dialogue 

[Aug 30, 2019]

STMA Overview 
to the 

Senior/High 
Ranking 

Officials of the 
member 
agencies

International 
Support 

presentation

2nd SCTR 
Meeting 

[Nov 18-19, 2019]

Presentation of 
Draft SCTR 

Protocol

Presentation of 
Capability 

Matrix

Review of 
whole SCTR 

protocol

Year-End 
Reporting
[Dec 11, 2019]

Presentation of 
Updates on all 
the activities of 

the 
Subcommittees 

and TWG

SCTR 
Protocol 

Final Review
[Nov 21, 2019 – Jan 

6, 2020]

Member 
agencies’ 

review of draft 
SCTR Protocol

Consolidation 
of Comments 

and 
Concurrences

Sub-Committee on Technical 
Reachback Activities
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Sub-Committee on Risk Assessment
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Representatives from DTI, DFA, DND, NSC, NICA, OSETC, PNP, 
NBI, PTC-Interpol, ATC-PMC



Sub-Committee on Risk Assessment 
Activities

1st SCRA 
Meeting 
[Aug 7, 2019]

Introduction of 
SCRA Members

Presentation of 
SCRA members’ 

mandates

Proposal of 
Protocol 
drafting

Senior 
Officials 
Dialogue 

[Aug 30, 2019]

STMA Overview 
to the 

Senior/High 
Ranking 

Officials of the 
member 
agencies

International 
Support 

presentation

2nd SCRA 
Meeting 

[Nov 21-22, 2019]

Presentation of 
Draft SCRA 

Protocol

Presentation of 
Capability 

Matrix

Review of whole 
SCRA protocol

Year-End 
Reporting
[Dec 11, 2019]

Presentation of 
Updates on all 
the activities of 

the 
Subcommittees 

and TWG

SCRA 
Protocol 

Final Review
[Nov 28, 2019 – Jan 

6, 2020]

Member 
agencies’ 

review of draft 
SCRA Protocol

Consolidation 
of Comments 

and 
Concurrences
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Sub-Committee on Enforcement 

and Prosecution

Development of the STMA Implementation of the STMA Challenges

Representatives from DTI, BOC, NBI, PNP, PCG and DOJ

Develop inter-
agency mechanisms 

on STMA-related 
investigations and 
prosecutions, i.e. 

conduct of 
investigation, 
custody and 

preservation of 
evidence, case 

build-up.



Sub-Committee on Enforcement 
and Prosecution Activities

1st Subcommittee on Enforcement (SCE) Meeting

08 August 2019

• Introduction of the STMA and 
the functions of the 
Subcommittee on 
Enforcement pursuant to 
Resolution No. 01 of the NSC-
STMCom.

• Initial presentation of the 
subcommittee members’ 
roles and mandates

Senior Officials Dialogue

30 August 2019

• STMA Overview to the 
Senior/High Ranking 
Officials of the member 
agencies

• International Support 
presentation

2nd SCE Meeting

25-26 November 2019

• Presentation of members 
investigative and enforcement 
processes

• Writeshop to draft an 
enforcement protocol 
(Communication, gathering 
and sharing of information, 
enforcement activity, conduct 
of subcommittee meetings)

Development of the STMA Implementation of the STMA Challenges



TWG on Strategic Trade Facilitation

Development of the STMA Implementation of the STMA Challenges

Representatives from DTI, BOC, SBMA, CDC, and FAB

Establish 
communication 

mechanisms 
specifically 

notification of license 
approvals and denials 

for frontliners.

Execution of MOA and 
information/ data 
sharing agreement 

with customs, 
investment promotion 
agencies and STMO.
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CHALLENGES & LESSONS



Lack of Buy-in from Principals
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Government Outreach

Courtesy Visits

Senior Officials Dialogue



Initial Challenges
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Big Council Composition Upon majority vote of the 

members, only ES is required to 

sign for the NSC-STMCom

Creating a culture of 

compliance

Forging strong partnership with 

industry, conduct of public 

consultations, industry outreach

Lack of manpower and 

resources

Capacity building trainings and 

cooperation with international 

partners



Challenges Ahead

Development of the STMA Implementation of the STMA Challenges

Drafting of General License and 
transaction-specific guidelines

Lack of IT Infrastructure when 
application for export authorization 
starts

Gap/s in proliferation financing 
provision in the STMA

Lack of training/ experience in handling 
investigations and prosecutions on STM-
related violations 



CONNECT WITH US AT:

stmo@dti.gov.ph

dti.gov.ph/business/strategictrade


